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Here in Northern Nevada Fall 

seemed to fall like a ton of 

bricks this year with cold tem-

peratures coming fast on the 

heels of record breaking highs 

in September.  (So much for 

the tomatoes!) 

 

Additionally, some important 

changes to the National Flood 

Insurance Program (NFIP) 

took effect in the beginning of 

October.  Most notably flood 

insurance premiums, on aver-

age, went up.  Increased prices 

is never good news for con-

sumers, especially in these dif-

ficult times with unemploy-

ment and foreclosures at re-

cord highs throughout our 

state.  The increased cost of 

flood insurance highlights the 

need to òget the word outó to 

Nevada citizens impacted by 

an impending Flood Insurance 

Rate Map release that flood 

insurance should be purchased 

prior to the flood map effec-

tive date in order to take ad-

vantage of NFIP grandfather-

ing rules for flood insurance 

premiums (see NFIP Map & 

Zone Grandfather Rules, page 7). 

 

Changes are also taking place 

in the manufactured home 

industry due to changes in 

rules for the Department of 

Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD). The issue of 

community compliance of 

manufactured home installa-

tions with local floodplain 

management ordinance has 

long been problematic 

throughout Nevada because of 

the separate permitting process 

by Nevada Manufactured 

Housing Division.  The 

changes in HUD rules should 

impact manufactured home 

installation compliance with 

floodplain management stan-

dards for the better, here and 

throughout the country (see 

HUDõs Manufactured Home 

Installation Standards, page 3).  

Also the imminent release of a 

long awaited update to FEMA 

85, Manufactured Home Installa-

tion In Flood Hazard Areas, 

promises to provide updated 

and more easily applicable in-

formation on manufactured 

home installation standards, 

including examples of typical 

installations that are considered 

compliant by FEMA. 

 

Change is inevitable.  I hope 

that the changes life brings you 

this Fall and Winter are good 

ones for you and your commu-

nity. 

 

Kim Groenewold, PE, CFM 

Nevada Floodplain Manager 
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Douglas County is 

suing the federal gov-

ernment over new 

flood insurance rate 

maps, seeking judicial 

review and a  tempo-

rary injunction so 

the new Federal 

Emergency Manage-

ment Administration 

flood maps would 

not go into effect in 

January as sched-

uled .   

-  The Record Courier  

On October 1, 2009, changes to the NFIP took effect including increases in rates, standard deducti-

bles, and basic insurance limits.  These combined changes resulted in an average premium increase 

of 8 percent.  Changes include: 

¶ The standard deductible of $500 is discontinued; the new standard deductible for Post FIRM 

properties is now $1000 and for Pre-FIRM properties is now $2000. 

¶ Two new building types have been added to the flood insurance rate charts; elevated on crawl-

space and non-elevated with sub-grade crawlspace. 

¶ A check box indicating  a ògrandfatheredó policy has been added to insurance application forms 

to ensure that underwriters and lenders are aware of eligibility for the lower policy premium. 

For more information, go to www.floodsmart.gov. 

Flood Insurance Rates Increase 



The Second Edition of The 

Nevada Manufactured 

Home, Mobile Home and 

Commercial Coach Installa-

tion Standards was published 

in March 2009.  Significant 

revisions to the Installation 

Standards were made in re-

sponse to revised Manufac-

tured Home Installation Pro-

gram rules published in June 

2008 by the U.S. Department 

of Housing and Urban Devel-

opment (HUD).  FEMA 

worked with HUD to include 

provisions related to flood 

hazard areas. 

Among other changes, the 

Installation Standards now 

require that òhomes must be 

installed on foundation sup-

ports that are designed and 

anchored to prevent floatation, 

collapse, or lateral movement 

of the structure.ó  While spe-

cific provisions for flood haz-

ard areas are now included, the 

Installation Standards do not 

incorporate all of the specific 

NFIP requirements.  Rather, 

reference is made to require-

ments of the Local Authority 

Having Jurisdiction (LAHJ) as 

well as floodplain management 

regulations in 44 CFR 60.3.  

With regard to installations in 

flood hazard areas, 

the LAHJ would be 

the NFIP participat-

ing community 

(City, County or 

Tribe). 

Significant additions 

to the Installation 

Standards that relate 

to floodplain man-

agement include:   

¶ Chapter 301 

General ñManufacturerõs 

installation instructions 

must indicate whether or 

not the foundation specifi-

cations have been de-

signed for flood-

resistance and, if so, 

specify the conditions 

of applicability for ve-

locities, depths or wave 

action.   

¶ Chapter 302.03 Grading 

ñ Requires drainage to 

divert surface water 

away from the home 

and that ditches and 

culverts used to drain 

surface runoff meet 

requirements of the 

Local Authority Having 

Jurisdiction (LAHJ). 

¶ Chapter 308.05 Installation of 

Manufactured Homes in Flood 

Hazard Areas ñ Incorpo-

rates elevation and an-

choring methods and 

practices found in 

FEMAõs floodplain man-

agement regulations. 

¶ Section 308.05 (c) Pre-

installation Considerations (for 

Flood Resistance) ñ  makes 

the manufactured home 

installer responsible òfor 

determining whether the 

manufactured home site 

lies wholly or partly within 

a flood hazard area as 

shown on the Local Au-

thority Having Jurisdic-

tionõs (LAHJõs) Flood 

Insurance Rate Map, 

Flood Boundary and 

Floodway Map, or Flood 

Hazard Boundary Map, or 

if no LAHJ, in accordance 

with NFIP regulations.ó 

¶ Section 308.05 (d)(2) Outside 

Appliances ñ Appliances 

installed on the manufac-

tured home site in flood 

hazard areas must be an-

chored and elevated to or 

above the same elevation 

as the Lowest Floor eleva-

tion.  Appliance air inlets 

and exhausts must be like-

wise be elevated to or 

above the Lowest Floor 

Elevation. 

References to the LAHJ 

throughout the Installation 

Standards ensure that, in the 

future, manufactured home 

installers will be contacting 

local floodplain managers for 

information on flood hazard 

zones and elevation standards.  

The new Installation Standards 

apply only to new installations 

and, while they do not address 

existing problems with inade-

quate manufactured home in-

stallations in Nevada flood 

hazard areas, they do begin to 

address a long-standing discon-

nect between manufactured 

housing  and floodplain man-

agement regulations. 

New Nevada Manufactured Home Installation Standards 

The manufactured 

home installer is 

responsible for 

determining whether 

the site lies within a 

Special Flood Hazard 

Area  
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New manufactured home installations in flood hazard 

areas must be and anchored to prevent floatation, 

collapse or lateral movement of the structure. 


