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RAMONA HAGE MORRISON 
7600 Desert Vista Drive 

Sparks, NV  89436 
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rhmorrison@sbcglobal.net 
 
 
May 26, 2016 
 
Mr. Jason King, P.E. 
State Engineer 
Department of Conservation and Natural Resources 
Division of Water Resources 
901 S. Stewart Street, Suite 2002 
Carson City, Nevada  89701 
 

RE:  IN THE MATTER OF THE DETERMINATION OF THE RELATIVE RIGHTS IN 
AND TO ALL WATERS, BOTH SURFACE AND UNDERGROUND, LOCATED 
WITHIN DIAMOND VALLEY, HYDROGRAPHIC BASIN NO. 10-153, EUREKA AND 
ELKO COUNTIES, STATE OF NEVADA 

 
Dear Mr. King: 
 
 Under cover of this letter please find the attached Exhaustive Chain of Title and Exhibits 
in Support of Proofs of Vested Water Rights Appurtenant to the Diamond Springs Ranch in 
Eureka County, Nevada, Daniel Venturacci, Owner of Record.  Documents include a complete 
copy of the abstract of title and accompanying documents from the public record and published 
works.   

 
 Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.   
 
      Regards, 
 
 
 
      Ramona Hage Morrison 
      Agent for Daniel Venturacci 
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History of Diamond Springs Ranch: 
 Narrative in Support of Proofs of Vested Claims to Waters 

Appurtenant to the Diamond Springs Ranch 
 

Owner of Record:  Daniel S. Venturacci 
Eureka County, Nevada 

 
 

Overland Mail Co. and Wells Fargo Co. 
 
While Nevada was still a part of the Utah Territory, Diamond Springs Ranch was first settled in 1959 as 
a Stage Station and ranch in support of one of only two Overland Mail Company routes connecting the 
eastern State’s commerce to the gold fields of California.  The abundant water and naturally sub-
irrigated meadows found at Diamond Springs assured the property a permanent and prominent role as 
an overnight stage station, farm and a stock raising homestead instrumental in supplying the Overland 
Mail Company enterprise through the Nevada desert.   
 
To understand the significance of the Overland Mail route in connecting the commerce of California 
across the largely unsettled regions in between to the settled Eastern states it is necessary to understand 
the role of Overland Mail Company, which subsequently became the Wells Fargo Company.  The 
companies shared many board members.  Henry Wells and William G. Fargo, both began their express 
careers as messengers in upstate New York.  They joined forces in 1845 and commenced the process 
that would result in bringing the functions communications, speedy, more reliable transportation and 
banking together in California.  The creation of American Express Company in 1850 was the result of 
their joint endeavors.  Wells Fargo & Company was formed March 18, 1852, two years to the day after 
American Express. Fradkin, p. 6, EXH 162.  “Imagine a business today that combines the 
communications aspects of mail, e-mail, faxes and the telephone; the transportation of heavier goods by 
parcel post and express mail, and an armored car service; and the plethora of financial arrangements 
supplied by modern intrastate, interstate, and international full-service banks.   That was an express 
company in the nineteenth century; there simply is no equivalent today.”  Fradkin, p. 1, EXH 162. 
 
Wells Fargo was not incorporated; it was established in New York as a joint stock association.  That 
meant the directors or shareholders were personally liable for losses, but also there were no reporting 
requirements or stockholder or government overseers. Fradkin, p. 9, EXH 162.  A New York State 
mentality and American Express directors dominated the Wells Fargo board for its first seventeen years.  
Meanwhile the principal agents operated the business on the ground in San Francisco.  Fradkin, p. 10, 
EXH 162.  During the last five months of the first year in operation, the firm shipped $312,000 worth 
of gold to New York.  Fradkin, p. 11, EXH 162.   
 
Recognizing a market for more reliable mail service in the West, Wells Fargo overcame the government 
mail monopoly by buying large quantities of government stamped envelopes, adding the company’s 
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stamp or frank, and selling the double-stamped envelopes for two to three times the Post Office price.  
Like modern day Federal Express, customers were provided a speedy and secure delivery of mail, instead 
of the very troubled, irregular U.S. mail service in the West.  Other than costly, brief telegrams that 
could not be sent across the country until 1861, there simply was no more efficient way to communicate 
than through the Wells Fargo/Overland Mail express business of U.S. Mail.  Fradkin, p. 24, EXH 162. 
 
Since 1848 there had been scattered attempts to transport the mail overland to California.  The vast 
bulk of mail went by steamship via the Isthmus of Panama until the Overland Mail Company, also 
known as the Butterfield Overland Mail after its president and major stockholder, John Butterfield of 
American Express, began to put a dent in the maritime delivery in 1858. Fradkin, p. 30, EXH 126. 
 
Congress had passed a bill in March 1857 sanctioning an overland stage service.  Butterfield and 
William Fargo wrote a proposal to the postmaster general in June, and later that year Butterfield and his 
associates were awarded the contract.  The Overland Mail Company was formed in October of 1857 
specifically to fulfill the provisions of the $600,000 contract.  Fradkin, p. 30, EXH 162. 
 
The Overland Mail Company was emblematic of the colonial nature of the West.  It was an eastern or, 
to put it more precisely, a New York City—dominated consortium of the largest express companies in 
the country.  Four of the first eleven directors of the Overland were also directors of Wells Fargo.  Five 
of the eleven largest stockholders were either Wells Fargo directors or large stockholders in Amercian 
Express. Fradkin, p. 30, EXH 162. 
 

Central Overland Route 
 
The “Old Overland Trail” was first scouted by Howard Egan in 1855, which he used to drive livestock 
between Salt Lake City and California.  It’s primary benefit was that it reduced the length of travel 
across the harsh Nevada desert by about 280 miles from the California Trail route along the Humboldt 
River, making this route about two weeks faster for emigrants.  Nevada State Museum, p. 76, EXH 163.  
However, a major obstacle existed when the trail first opened 1859 since there were no cities or large 
settlements between Salt Lake and Carson City, and only a few ranches in Ruby Valley.  Much of the 
route between Churchill County and Ruby Valley was utterly desolate with no known settlement or 
infrastructure in 1859. 
 
Egan located a series of mountain passes and mountain springs in an almost direct path across the 
middle of Utah and Nevada.  The Schell Creek Range could be crossed at Schellbourne Pass, the Cherry 
Creek Range at Egan Canyon, the Ruby Mountains at Overland Pass, the Diamond Mountains at 
another Overland Pass, the Toiyabe Range at Emigrant Pass, and the Desatoya Mountains at Basque 
Summit.  Diamond Springs provided one of the few naturally sub-irrigated meadows along the route 
through the high desert of Nevada.   https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Overland_Route, EXH 167.  
 
In a business that relied solely on working stage horses and mules, a ready supply of meadow grass, hay 
and grain were essential to keep the stock strong and provide pasture for rest from their vigorous duties.  
In modern parlance, grass, hay, and grain were equivalent to “gasoline” prior to mechanized 
transportation, which was especially scarce and precious in the arid west.  The Stage Station was 
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comparable to a hotel and gas station.  Hence, with abundant natural pasture miles from any other 
pasture, Diamond Springs hugely valuable to a stage operation. 
 
The first overland route was the longer, southern, “Butterfield” year round route, no doubt in part 
because the postmaster general was a southerner.  The mail at the time was viewed as a precursor to 
settlement, and thus a way to gain southern sympathizers.  The first relay of stages, drivers, mules, and 
horses westward made the grueling 2,700-mile journey in twenty-four days and nights in September and 
October of 1858.  It carried the mail and one through passenger.  This was the first true transcontinental 
mail and passenger service.  Fradkin, p. 30, EXH 162. 
 
With the Civil War looming on the horizon, the overland mail and stage route was switched to Central 
Overland Route on the Egan Trail.  From Kansas to California there were 153 stations averaging about 
a dozen miles between each. The route and a series of stations were completed in three weeks, 
remarkable especially in Nevada where the “Egan Route” was newly surveyed and Stations had to be 
erected.  Fradkin, p. 41, EXH 162.   
 
Diamond Station was an overnight or “home” station, run by a family acting as caretakers, as well as 
stockmen and farmers.  At a home station drivers were switched and meals were served, at an additional 
cost of between one and two dollars.  The passengers wrapped themselves in blankets and napped on 
dirt while the beds were for the drivers.  Swing stations were where horses or mules were switched.  
Fradkin, p. 41, EXH 162. 
 
Sir Richard Burton visited Diamond Springs as he documented the Overland Mail Company journey 
west and wrote, “The station is name Diamond Springs, from an eye of warm, but sweet and beautifully 
clear water bubbling up from the earth.  A little below it drains off in a deep rushy ditch, with a gravel 
bottom containing equal parts of comminuted shells; we found it an agreeable and opportune bath.”  
Nevada State Museum, p. 39, EXH 163. 
 
The expenses of establishing and running an overland stagecoach company were enormous.  On the 
payroll were headquarters personnel, division agents, harness makers, blacksmiths, carpenters, stock 
tenders, drivers, messengers, cooks, and agents.  Stations had to be constructed.  Then there were the 
costs of acquiring and feeding 2,750 horses and mules and buying harnesses, stages, hay and grain. The 
total annual operating cost was estimated at $2,425,000 in the early years when the mail contract was 
$1,000,000 per annum.  Fradkin, p. 41, EXH 162.   
 
Newspaper ads were let for those willing to provide mail stations.  It was customary for the company to 
pay men for keeping the stock, buy all the produce they could raise, and give each station keeper 160 
acres of the company preemption/possessory claim.  Hafen p. 220, 161. 
 
The Overland board subcontracted the service east of Salt Lake to the Russell firm and retained 
oversight of its operation.  Overland ran to Salt Lake to Carson City, Nevada segment.  Fradkin, p. 32, 
EXH 162. 
 
During the fierce winter of 1859 – 60, the Paiute Indians suffered terribly and blamed whites for their 
starving condition.  The isolated stagecoach and Pony Express stations dominated the few sources of 
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water and the best grazing grounds in that arid region.  The Indians were being pushed aside.  Fradkin, 
p. 31, EXH 162.  The lumbering stages, the many stations, and the demands of thousands of horses and 
mules for pasturage were the first wheeled incursions into territory the Indians regarded as their own.  
Fradkin, p. 48, EXH 162. 
 
In 1862, Hiram S. Rumsford arrived in Salt Lake City to take charge of the Overland Mail Company 
office.  Cordial relations with the Mormans were the first priority of his job in a company, controlled in 
large part by Wells Fargo directors.  One way to win “their undivided confidence, friendship, and 
affection,” he noted, was to purchase supplies from the Mormons—“several hundred thousand 
dollars…in glittering gold” were spent in the first eleven months.  The public relations gesture was 
costly.  The inflated prices for feed “were enough to cripple any company.” Fradkin, p. 54, EXH 162. 
 
Shortly after Rumsford arrived in Salt Lake the Indians to the west showed “some hostile signs.”  
Rumsford wrote in a letter to his wife, “The Government treated with them last summer and promised 
them ample supplies of food and clothing for the winter.  This promise, unfortunately, has not been 
complied with, and the poor savages are now preparing to remind the officials of the faithlessness by 
commencing hostilities on the Overland Mail Co.”  Speaking about the Deep Creek station, “As game 
of all kinds has left the valley since the Overland Mail Company established its route along here, the 
poor savages have had no means of subsistence, except that furnished by the Company.  We have fed 
them liberally acting upon the principal that it is cheaper to feed then than to fight them.”  The 
company paid Howard Egan $1,800 to furnish beef to the Indians for the first three months of 1862.  
Fradkin, p. 54, EXH 162. 
 
The Overland Mail Company lost money; the matter was brought to a head in a March 1860 meeting of 
the Overland Board in Wells Fargo’s New York office.  Through a compromise, Butterfield was ousted 
as president and Wells Fargo directors and allied directors gained a majority on the board.  They now 
had control of the overland mail service.  Fradkin, p. 31, EXH 162. 
 
Wells Fargo dominated travel overland by stagecoach from 1858 to 1869 until completion of the 
Transcontinental Railroad.  The 2,000-mile central route was the costliest stagecoach line in the 
country, if not the world.  A one-way through fare ranged between $225 to $500.  Fradkin, p. 40-41, 
EXH 162.    
 

The Pony Express and Transcontinental Telegraph 
 
The role of Wells Fargo in the Pony Express is murky.  As a profit maker, the Pony Express was a loser; 
as a necessity in order to acquire the lucrative transcontinental mail and express business carried by 
stagecoaches, it was a winner.  The one-way trip was supposed to be made in ten days in summer and 
twelve days in winter, no small feat at the time utilizing the existing Central Overland Mail route.  First 
undertaken privately and then under government contract, the Pony Express lasted from April 3, 1860, 
while Nevada was still part of Utah Territory, to October 24, 1861, upon completion of the 
transcontinental telegraph.  Fradkin, p. 29-30, EXH 162.  Overland/Wells Fargo was the successful 
bidder in 1861 for a dual stagecoach and Pony Express service via the Central Route.  Thus, while the 
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Wells Fargo logo was not overtly emblazoned on Pony Express fixtures, it had de facto control for the 
last few months of its existence.  Fradkin, p. 31, EXH 162. 
 
A separate station was built for the transcontinental telegraph one mile north of Diamond Springs on 
what is known as the “Cox Ranch,” part of the Venturacci Ranch. 
 
The Pony Express purportedly contributed to the Austin boom when a Pony Express horse kicked over 
a rock containing ore that drew prospectors and a subsequent silver rush to the region.  The city of 
Austin was mapped out in 1862 by David Buell, and named after his partner, Alvah Austin.  By summer 
1863, Austin and the surrounding Reese River Mining District had a population of over 10,000, and it 
became the county seat of Lander County in the newly established Nevada Territory.  
www.Wikipedia.com,  EXH 169. 
 
Wells Fargo continued to dominate the stage and express service opening offices in Austin with Len 
Wines of Ruby Valley as agent.  The winter of 1865-66 was said to be the most severe since that of 
1861, but the mail was carried with fair speed and regularity.  A letter from Ruby Valley, Nevada, under 
the date of December 29th says the snow was fifteen inches deep on the level, and from three to fifteen 
feet where the road crosses the summits.  “Notwithstanding these difficulties the Overland Mail 
Company’s stages arrive and depart with their usual regularity, making the trip from Salt Lake City to 
Virginia City in 120 hours; distance six hundred miles.  This Company never was in finer condition for 
winter service, having an abundance of grain for their horses, as well as hay; plenty of provisions for 
their men, and sleighs and light coaches distributed so well along the route that it is impossible for snow 
or anything else to stop them.”  Hafen, p. 288, EXH 161. 
 
Wells Fargo continued to operate the Express Service and stagecoach business on the Central Overland 
Route until the completion of the transcontinental railroad in 1869, at which point it sold off much of 
its holdings.  EXH 13.  Diamond Springs continued to serve as a stage station for the freighting 
business necessary to support the mines and town of Eureka until the advent of motorized 
transportation. 
 

Lander, White Pine and Eureka Counties 
 
Lander County was one of the original Nevada Territorial Counties and included current Elko, White 
Pine and Eureka Counties.  White Pine County was established by an Act of the Legislature in 1869, 
and included the east side of Diamond Valley and the Venturacci Diamond Springs Ranch.  Eureka 
County was created out of Lander County by an Act approved March 1, 1873.  The Eureka County 
boundary was further modified in 1875 and again by an Act passed March 2, 1881, wherein a small strip 
was added to the eastern boundary of Eureka County, being detached from White Pine County.  It 
begins at a point where the eastern boundary of Eureka crosses the summit of the Diamond range of 
mountains, and extends northward along the summit of the mountains to the southern boundary of 
Elko County, placing the Venturacci Diamond Springs Ranch in Eureka County. Thompson & West, 
p. 426, EXH 164. 
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Unfortunately, the original White Pine County courthouse, which was located in the first county seat of 
Hamilton, burned in 1885 destroying all recorded documents and assessment rolls.  During the 11-year 
period this region of Diamond Valley was part of White Pine County, the Eureka County recorders 
office retained some, but not all, transcribed records involving properties in the area.  Deeds and records 
applicable to the Diamond Springs Ranch are referenced herein and included in the Abstract of Title. 
 
 

Predecessors in Interest: 
 

Overland Mail Company/Wells Fargo Co. and its Agents at Diamond Springs Station 
 
While its always difficult to establish the exact history of persons and property involved in a major 
national corporation, the public record records the involvement of several key individuals in the 
establishment of the Diamond Spring Station and ranch beginning in 1859.  It is important to note that 
an overnight station did not just entail a Station corral and barns, but also included the necessary, 
pasture and hay for working livestock as well as beef cattle to supply meat.  While the Overland Route 
and Pony Express stations were built in 1859 when the Egan trail was opened, the first recorded land 
claim, or Possessory Interest Survey as required under Nevada Territorial Law was completed February 
19, 1864 at Diamond Springs for 640 acres by H. P. Rumfield, an Agent for the Overland Mail Co.  
EXH. 2. 
  
In the fall and winter of 1863-64 a series of other surveys were recorded as part of the Overland/Wells 
Fargo including the Diamond Springs Possessory Claim in February 1864.  Len Wines, an Agent for 
the headquartered in Austin, partnered with several others such as Butterfield, Howard Egan, S. 
Woodward, J. Stone, C.A. Griswold, and H. P. Rumfield, Agt., to file possessory interest claims for 
both stations including Ruby Valley and Egan Canyon, and land that could be irrigated in close 
proximity to the Overland Route.  Len, Norman and Ira Wines, brothers, were early Mormon settlers 
who built a grist mill and claimed substantial interests in Ruby Valley and elsewhere for the purposes of 
growing grain and hay which they subsequently sold to the stage company.   EXH 9.  The brothers 
figured heavily in this enterprise, serving as agent, or chain-men on the surveys or obtaining ownership 
of the possessory claims at the respective stations.  In this same batch of surveys filed by Len Wines and 
several partners were the first possessory claims to both the Bailey Ranch and Sadler Ranch registered in 
the fall of 1863, presumably to provide livestock, pasture and hay in support of the Overland/Wells 
Fargo enterprise.  Conversely, while hundreds of surveys were filed by settlers in Reese River, Smokey 
Valley, Grass Valley, and Cortez during the Austin boom, after an exhaustive search of the public 
record, few early surveyed claims for land were found in the public record on the route between Austin 
and Ruby Valley other than the surveys mentioned above.  EXH. 168. 
 
Lander County Property taxes were assessed on the Overland Mail Survey at Diamond Springs Station 
with Len Wines identified as Agent.  EXH’s 3, 4, 6 & 8.  In 1865, Norman Wines is listed in an IRS 
tax list as living at Diamond Springs.  EXH 5.  N. Wines was assessed property taxes at Diamond 
Springs in 1867.  EXH 10.  In 1868, the Wines brothers entered into a partnership agreement involving 
their sole and separate properties as well as properties owned by the partnership.  EXH 11.  Norman 
Wines identifies Diamond Springs as belonging to him, acquired from the Overland/Wells Fargo 
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companies as an inducement to heard stock and run the stage station.  Hafen p. 220, EXH, 161.  A 
Wells Fargo Mortgage is also included as an example of the business relationships, not all recorded, 
between Wells Fargo and those selling supplies to the company.  EXH 12.   
 
In 1875 White Pine County records show Norman Wines obtained a mortgage from Wells Fargo & 
Co. on the Diamond Springs Ranch located at Diamond Springs Station.  EXH 17.  In 1878 Ed 
Leventhal sold property in the vicinity of Diamond Springs to N. Wines.  A couple months later Wines 
sold the property to George W. Taft. EXH’s 20 & 21.  These two deeds are part of the incomplete 
transcribed records of White Pine County. 
 
In 1879, the General Land Office completed the Official Survey Plat for T23N R54E and T24N R54E, 
allowing owners of land that had been claimed and assessed for taxation as a possessory claim under 
Nevada law to finally acquire patents to perfect their claim.  From 1881 through the 1920’s the land 
claims of the original settlers and the Venturacci predecessors-in-interest were gradually perfected by 
patent under state contract as State Select Land Patents.  The survey of T23N R54E identified water 
related features such as an irrigation ditch, meadow and springs, and “Taft’s Creek”.  “Taft’s House,” 
located in Section 3, is the original Overland Mail Company Stage Station. “Crofut’s House” is located 
in Section 15.  The N.E. Corner of Taft and Wines Location is identified as well as the road to 
Overland Pass.  The survey of T24N R54E, identifies W. F. Cox’s house also known as the old 
Telegraph Station, as well as the Overland Road and springs.  EXH. 22 & 23.   
 
The 1875 Nevada State Census lists N. Wines as living in White Pine County as a stock raiser.  W. F. 
Cox is listed in the same census as the Telegraph Operator with N. Wines as head of household.  Isaac 
Crofut, a telegraph rep. and A. C. Dibble, a herder, are also recorded.  EXH. 18.  The 1880 U.S. 
Census identifies George W. Taft, stock farmer; Isaac Crofut, telegraph operator and William F. Cox as 
farmer, all residing in the Diamond District of White Pine County.  EXH. 24. 
 

George W. Taft, William Dewey and Diamond Springs Station 
 
In 1882, George Taft, an early settler of Diamond Valley who also owned property at the Sadler Ranch, 
applied under state contract for 160 acres of land to a patent located within the original 1864 Rumsfield 
Overland Mail Survey at Diamond Springs Station.  EXH. 28.  In 1881, William Dewey filed for a 
contract for 320 acres of the Rumsfield Survey of State Select Land, for which George Taft is listed as 
agent.  EXH. 25.  Dewey may have served as an “entry-man” for Taft, who subsequently paid taxes on 
the property until Dewey quitclaimed the property to Taft, in 1886, recording the transaction in 1888.   
EXH’s. 26, 32, 33, 34, 37 & 38.   In 1889, Taft filed a water claim for all of the waters of Diamond 
Springs.  EXH. 43.   
 
Taft sold what became known collectively as the “Taft Ranch” to Mrs. N. M. Millett of Alameda Co., 
California in 1894.  EXH. 50.   That same year William Dewey was issued a patent for the land George 
Taft had purchased from him in 1886.  EXH. 51. Mrs. N. M. Millet also secured a mortgage of $1,000 
from Eureka County Bank for the land and 100 head of cattle.  EXH. 52.  When Taft paid the last taxes 
on the property that same year, In 1894, he also was assessed taxes on the following personal property:  
10 young horses; 100 wild range horses; 25 milch cows; 50 head stock cattle; wagons; hay press; mower 
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and rake; creamery machinery. EXH. 56.  One hundred head of cattle were listed in the mortgage while 
only 50 were claimed in payments to the county tax collector. 
 
Miss Matilda T. Smith, sister and heir to Mrs. N. M. Millet, paid taxes on Diamond Springs Ranch in 
1897.  EXH. 61 & 62.  In 1900 Henry Millett paid the taxes on the ranch.  EXH. 67.  Finally in 1902 
the ranch was sold out of probate by A. B. Millet, Administrator and nephew of Matilda T. Smith, 
deceased, as well as Henry P. Millet, another nephew, both residing in Smokey Valley, Nevada.  In the 
probate it was noted that the petitioner leased the Taft ranch and premises for the term of three years to 
Nelson Toft and sold the ranch to him for $3,500. EXH. 76, 77, 78 & 79.  It is likely Toft had leased 
the ranch prior to 1900.   
 

William Cox, Isaac Crofut, and Dan Dibble 
 
William Cox and Isaac Crofut first came to Diamond Valley to work for the Western Union Telegraph 
Company.  Property taxes were first assessed to Western Union in 1869 upon completion of the line.  
EXH. 15. 
 
After the Civil War, two young men from Connecticut Isaac “Ike” Crofut and Daniel Dibble came west 
to join in the mining excitement.  Crofut, p. 1, EXH 165.  Working odd jobs on their way West, 
ultimately reaching Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas, they hired on as muleskinners to supply General Custer in 
the field.  Later, they cowboyed for the Whetstone Indian Agency.  In the spring of 1871, they were 
hired to drive 5,000 head of Texas steers to be delivered to the Mormon Church in Salt Lake City, 
arriving there in the autumn of ’71.  Crofut, p. 3, EXH 165.  
 
In Salt Lake City at the time was an agent for Wines and Montgomery of Ruby Valley, Nevada, who 
purchased some six hundred head of these same stock, and engaged Crofut and Dibble to drive them on 
to Ruby Valley.  There they summered in Secret Canyon.  Dibble hired out to drive beef cattle from 
there on down to Pioche and Eureka, while Ike Crofut hired out to Pete Lovell as a telegraph line 
maintenance man.  Crofut. pp. 4-5, EXH 165. 
 

Family Ties 
 
In order to understand the conveyances of predecessors in interest on the Venturacci Ranch it is 
necessary to understand, with very few exceptions, the neighbors in this northeastern part of Diamond 
Valley intermarried, resulting in the predecessors of the Cox, Willow, Diamond Springs and Dibble 
place all to be related to one another.  Predecessors Cox, Crofut and Dibble are listed in the 1875 
Nevada Census as residents of White Pine County.  EXH.  18.   
 
Joe Struder was the first to import brides into the area.  He had traveled West through Diamond 
Springs in 1864 from Iowa City to investigate the gold fields of California.  When he didn’t make his 
fortune he returned to Iowa City.  There, in 1874 he married Louisa Dix.  They came West in 1875 and 
returned to Diamond Springs.   “Diamond Station had big springs; there were three large springs.  The 
water ran out from the springs and down over the land which made meadowland down below.”  Struders 
leased Diamond Springs for several years, ultimately settling at the Mud Springs Ranch, three miles 
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from the telegraph station.  When Louisa was ready to deliver her first child she invited her sisters, 
Emma and Lila Dix to come West.  Crofut, p. 5, EXH 165. 
 
William Francis Cox, who was a graduate of Columbia University in New York and a telegraph 
operator, was hired to take charge as operator of the Diamond Springs Telegraph Station, one mile 
North of the Diamond Springs Station.  Crofut, p. 8.  Isaac Crofut had the assignment of riding the 
lines and keeping them repaired.  Cox and Crofut married the two sisters mentioned above from the 
Mud Springs Ranch, Lila Dix and Emma Dix, respectively.  Jacobsen, p. 20, EXH 166.  In 1882, Cox 
obtained two contracts for a state land patents for 80 acres each in the vicinity of the telegraph station.  
EXH. 27 & 29. 
 
After Crofut retired as lineman for the telegraph, he and Lila first settled at Mud Springs, a lunch 
station, and ultimately bought the Box Springs Ranch and Station from Nels Ouderkirke in 1881.  
Crofut, p. 9-10, EXH. 165.   Crofut was assessed taxes on the Box Springs possessory claim and 45 
horses in 1882, EXH. 31.  In 1887, Crofut wrote to his old friend Andrew Dibble, who had been 
working around the West and brought him in as a partner at Box Springs.  Crofut, p. 10-11, EXH 165.   
They took up homesteads, hand cleared the land of sage brush at Box Springs and Rock Creek, and 
brought water from Davis Canyon over to the more fertile soil at Box Springs.  They irrigated and 
produced hay to feed their cattle during the winter months, raising enough hay to feed more than 100 
cattle. Jacobsen. p. 21, EXH 166.  Meanwhile they paid taxes on 2 stallions; 60 stock horses; 12 stock 
cattle in 1885, and 2 stallions; 80 stock horses; 30 head stock cattle in 1888. EXH. 36 & 41. 
 
The water from Davis Canyon, was diverted to the Box Springs Ranch by a three-mile ditch that was 
surveyed and dug by hand. Jacobsen, p. 22, EXH 166.  The Diamond Mountains have only live streams 
from April through June.  That meant that every drop of water had to be used efficiently.  Jacobsen, p. 
24, EXH 166.   
 
Hay production become especially important after the hard winter of 1889-1990.  Most ranchers ran 
cattle year round on the surrounding rangelands, but during the hard winter most of the herds in 
Diamond Valley were utterly wiped out when snow and drifts became so deep cattle could not reach 
feed.  Nor could ranchers get hay to their cattle.  Most ranchers fenced their property afterwards and 
wintered cattle inside.  Crofut, p. 13-14, EXH 165. 
 
Crofut and Dibble raised an equal number of horses and cattle.  In the fall of each year, all the ranchers 
gathered together and rounded up the horses that were on the range in order to work them, to brand 
and geld them, and separate them out to break and some to ship.  Crofut, p. 14, EXH 165.  
 
In the fall of 1890, Isaac Crofut took a carload of horses to San Francisco to sell to the trolley operators.  
He caught pneumonia and died of it after returning home.  Emma and Isaac had four young children.  
A year and a half later, Lila married her husband’s partner Dan Dibble on May 31, 1892.  Crofut, p. 18, 
EXH 165.   Several years later, Grace, the only Crofut daughter, met Jorgen Jacobsen, her neighbor 7 
miles away at Diamond Springs Station, the nephew of the aforementioned Nelson Toft and new 
immigrant from Denmark.  They courted for seven years and married in 1907.  Crofut, p. 26, EXH 165.  
 



� ��

In 1894, Mrs. A. C. Dibble paid taxes on 40 head of stock horses, 25 head of stock cattle, hay rake, and 
wagon.  EXH. 60. 
 
In 1912, Isaac’s widow Emma and her second husband, Andrew Dibble, quitclaimed their Box Spring 
Ranch including range and water rights from Rock Springs Canyon, Davis Canyon, and Box Canyon 
or elsewhere, to their daughter and son-in-law, Grace and Jorgen Jacobsen at Diamond Spring Ranch.   
EXH. 93.  Jacobsen and Toft filed vested Proofs of Appropriation for the waters of the consolidated 
ranch.  EXH’s. 95 – 99. 
 
After William Cox took over management of the Diamond Springs Telegraph Station one mile north of 
Diamond Springs Station, he homesteaded the adjoining 160 acres beginning their ranching business.  
In addition to hay and livestock, they had a huge garden and asparagus patch from which they sold 
produce in Eureka. They hand watered both from a six-foot deep well.  Water was also pumped from a 
spring 300 feet from the house via a horse drawn pump.  Jacobsen, p. 22, EXH 166. 
 
Over the next many years, the extended Cox family as it grew, claimed and acquired a series of State 
Select Land Patents (See Abstact) to the Cox Ranch at Diamond Spring Telegraph Station.  When the 
family sold the ranch to Jorgen Jacobsen in 1924, it contained 560 acres of patented land, as well as the 
waters flowing from Telegraph Canyon, Neil Canyon, Judd Canyon, and Jacklo Canyon, and all of the 
water rights they owned in Three Barrel Spring, Jacklo Canyon Spring and Duck Pond Spring.  EXH. 
121. 
 

The Danes:  Nels Toft and his Nephew Jorgen Jacobsen 
 
Nels Toft, a Danish emigrant had leased the Goerge Taft Diamond Springs Ranch for several years 
prior to 1902, at which point he bought the ranch out of the probate of Matilda Smith.   EXH’s. 67 & 
77.  Toft continued the operation of the old Overland Mail/Wells Fargo stage station, which by now 
mostly catered to the freighting business associated with mining in Eureka.  The original stone barn had 
stalls for as many as 16 horses.  The stalls were necessary because many of the freight wagons were 
powered by eight horses, and the stable was used by the teamsters when they stopped overnight to hitch, 
unhitch and switch their teams.”  Jacobsen, p. 15. EXH 166.  
 
Jorgen Jacobsen, Toft’s nephew, emigrated from Denmark in 1901 to go into partnership and ultimately 
to take over the Diamond Springs Ranch for his uncle, who had no children.  When he arrived he 
discovered there were “trees, a large pond and meadows that stretched out over a mile square.”  
Jacobsen, p. 14, EXH 166.  “There were no fences, just streams and water holes where cattle could stay 
out for much of the year and graze.”   “Every drop of water was put to beneficial use at the only time it 
was available.” Jacobsen, p. 15   “The streams were intermittent.  They were active only when mountain 
snow was melting from about April 1 to June 15 so every drop was precious and put to beneficial use.  
Father would saddle up a horse and check to see when the water would be available.  If we could get the 
wild grass hay up enough to shade the soil, we would have ensured a crop to be harvested the following 
summer.”  Jacobsen, p. 95, EXH 166. 
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“For many years Jorgen raised and bailed hay to supply the Eureka livery stables with feed for teams of 
horses hauling supplies such as wheat from Jiggs and Lamoile in Elko County.”  Jacobsen, p. 9, EXH 
166.   This was the main source of ranch income. Jacobsen, p. 16.  With hay selling at $20 at ton, it 
wasn’t a good plan to use it to feed more cattle so in Jorgen’s early years…the big cash crop was baled 
hay.  Later, as the ore ran out in Eureka and mines closed, the [hay] market fell off and cows became the 
cash crop.  Jacobsen, p. 17, EXH 166. 
 
“The meadows at Diamond Springs were fenced and meadows seeded with wild, native grass hay.  The 
average acre produced one ton of grass hay.” The hay was cut with horse drawn machines that had four-
foot long sickles.   It dried one day and then was raked into windrows and bunched with an eight-foot 
sulky rake, also horse-drawn.  The next step was to pitch the bunches of hay onto hay wagons and haul 
it to the “hay corral,” which was then pitched into stack.  Then from the months of September to 
November, the hay was pitched from the haystacks onto a wagon and hauled to the hay press.  It was 
then pitched into the hay press, like a cotton press, which then baled the hay into marketable 100-150 
pound bales for Eureka.  Jacobsen, p. 88, EXH 166. 
 
Jorgen claimed the historical right to graze in all of the canyons next to the ranch as shown on the State 
Engineer’s Office Range Claim Map.  In the 1920’s, he switched some of his cows to sheep and 
acquired water rights and leases to property every 10 miles or so to Duckwater, Current Creek and 
Round Valley areas of Nye County for winter grazing.  He hired Pete Etcheverry to run the sheep 
business, giving Pete a 20% share in the band of sheep for wages.  The sheep grazed and summered in 
the high regions of about 20 miles of the West side of the Diamond Range.  Pete was single, Basque 
and become like an uncle to the Jacobsen kids.  Jacobsen, p. 19, EXH 166  & EXH, 120.  
 
In 1908, Jorgen and his wife, Grace Crofut Jacobsen, bought the Crofut place, aka “Mud Springs 
Ranch” two miles south of Diamond Springs Station from the children of Isaac Crofut—Fred, Grace, 
Andrew, and Isaac.  EXH. 86.  During the next 20 years Nels Toft and Jorgen Jacobsen continued to 
acquire and pay off contracts for patents to State Select Lands patenting the lands historically used by 
the ranch.  In 1920, Jacobsens quitclaimed the waters in Application No. 2441 for the springs and 
waters of the North and South Forks of Davis Canyon for irrigation and domestic purposes as well as 
the ditch rights from Davis Creek to Andrew Crofut.  EXH. 115. He also sold the Box Springs Ranch 
back to his brother-in-law. EXH. 116. 
 
In 1920, Nels Toft, true to his word, sold the remaining one-half interest in Diamond Springs Station 
and Ranch, aka Taft Ranch, Toft Ranch, to his nephew, J. P. Jacobsen, including all the waters, water 
rights, ditches, dams and reservoirs, including those from and appurtenant to Pete Spring, Taft Spring, 
Horse Canyon, and Horse Canyon Creek, or elsewhere situated in or upon or used in connection with 
the ranch.  EXH. 117.  Combined with the purchase of the Cox ranch in 1924, the ranch was 
consolidated much of the patented lands currently owned by Daniel Venturacci. 
 
In 1926, Jacobson repurchased the Box Springs Ranch from his brother-in-law, Andrew Crofut, and 
immediately sold it to Martin Etchemendy.  EXH. 124.  In 1941, Jacobson bought the Box Springs 
ranch and Mau place from Otto Mau, including the original waters at Davis Canyon.  He also acquired 
the water rights and range designated as Etchemendy Spring Nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 7, 9, and 10, as State 
Engineer Certificate Nos., 1885, 1886, 1887, 1888, 1889, 1890, 1891, 1892, 1893.   He also purchases 
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the cattle, horses, and brand.  EXH. 128.  Jacobson filed range claims with the State Engineer in 1928 
and 1934.  EXH. 127 & 131. 
 

Recent Predecessors in Interest 
 
In 1941 Jacobsen’s sold the ranch to Vera Martin, including a chattel mortgage for 545 head of 
Hereford cattle, 36 head of horses and 68 head of sheep.  EXH 136 & 134.  Vera subsequently sold the 
ranch to Theodore and Olive Thompson in 1947 who operated the ranch until 1973 and the death of 
Theodore and Olive in 1977.  EXH 148 & 149.  Their son T. Milton Thompson inherited the ranch in 
1977.  In 2011, current owner of record, Daniel S. Venturacci purchased the ranch from Thompson 
Ranch II, LLC, EXH 159.  
  
The above narrative accompanies and supplements the attached Abstract of Title detailing the first 
appropriation and subsequent use of vested waters associated with and appurtenant to the Diamond 
Springs Ranch owned by Daniel S. Venturacci.  The written history found herein, and published or 
public documents cited, are referenced in support of, but not limited to all filings presently filed and to 
be filed in the name of Daniel S. Venturacci, Diamond Valley, Nevada.   
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by, 
 
 
 
Ramona Hage Morrison 
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