
IN lTB OFETCE OF lHB Sf,ATE ENGINEER OF 1tr8 STATE OF NEVADA

In the Matter of Application Number 53988

Filed By Las Vegas Val1ey Water District

on OcLober 17, 1989 to Appropriate the

Waters of underground
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Comes now the Tolyabe ChapLer of the Sierra CLub whose post office
address is P.O. on is a nonprof i t
organizatio and protecl the wlldllaG oT-the
earth, and protests Lhe grant ing of Appl icat ion Nunber 53988, f i led on October
L7. 1989 by the Las Vegas Vallev Llater District to appropriate the waters of
underground si tuated in Lincoln County, State of Nevada, for the fo1- lowing
reasons and on the fol lowing grounds, to wit :

1.  Appl- icat ion 53988 l ies on the edge of the South Egan Wilderness
Study Area, an area managed by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management,  for
possible wi lderness designat ion by the U.S. Congress. The area is roadless
and is present ly managed so as to preserve i ts natural  condit ions and which
(1) general ly appears to have been affecred pr imari ly by the forces of nature,
with the imprint  of  mants work substant ial ly unnot iceablei  Q) has outstanding
opportunit ies for sol- i tude or a pr imiLive and unconf ined Lype of recreat ion;
and (3) nay a1"so cont,ain ecological ,  geological ,  or other features of
scient i f ic,  educat ional,  scenic,  or histor ical  value.

The grant ing or approval of  the above-referenced Appl icat ion would be
detr imental  to the publ ic interest in that i t ,  individual ly and together with
the other appl icat ions of the water importat ion project,  would:

I, interfere r.rith the purpose for which the federal lands are managed
under federaL statutes including, but not l in i ted to,  the Federal  Land
Use Policy Act of. 1976 and be inconsistent with Federally owned water
r ights as to lands affected by this appl icat ion.

2. require the construct ion of faci l i t ies to transport  the water across
lands of the UniLed StaLes under the jur isdict ion of the United StaLes
Department of Interior (including the Bureau of Land ManagennenL). This
appl icat ion should be denied because the Las Vegas Val ley Water Distr ict
has not obtained the necessary 1ega1 interest (e.g.,  r ight-of-way) in
Lhe federal  land such that the appl icant may extract,  develop and
transport  water resources from Lhe proposed point of  diversion to the
proposed place of use.

3. encourage Lhe wi11ful  waste of water that has been al lowed, i f  not
encouraged, by the Las Vegas Val ley Water Distr ict ;  consequent ly,  Lhe
water wi l l  not be put to benef ic i .al  use.
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4. be premature in that the Las Vegas Valley Water District lacks the
financial capability for developing and transporting water under the
subject perni t  which is a prerequisi te to putt ing the water to
benef ic ial  use.

5. divert  and export  a suff ic ienL quanLity of water to loner the stat ic
water 1evel in the area of the appl icat ion and affect the qual i ty of
renaining ground vater;  further t .hreaten spr ings, seeps and
phraetophytes which provide water and habitaL cr i t ical  to the survival
of  wi ld1i fe.

6. impair  wet lands and waters in the area of the appl icat ion to support
migratory birds, nat ive f ish, and other wi ldl i fe in conf l ict  wiLh
Federal  laws that seek to protecE wetlands, nigratory birds, and
wildl i fe for the benef i t  of  al l .

7.  in the absence of conprehensive planning, lead to a further
degradation of the quality of life and the envirorulent in the southern
Nevada region with the most l ike1y result  being a further degradat ion of
air quality in an area that presently exceeds Federal air quality
standards established by the Clean Air Act for the prot,ection of human
health.

8. sanct ion water mining.

9. fai l  statutory requirements for a:
(a) descr ipt ion of the place of use;
(b) descr ipt ion of the proposed works;
(c) est imated cost of  such works; and
(d) est inated t ine required to put the subject water to benef ic ial

use.

10. discourage lower cost,  nore eff ic ient,  al ternat ives to obtaining
water and pass Ehe developnent costs to the consuner.

11. be premature in Lhat insufficient data has been provided to
demonstrate that water of sufficient quantity and quality can be
provided to the Las Vegas metropolitan area without adverse impacts on
the environment.

Inasmuch as a water extraclion and transbasin conveyance project of this
nagnitude has never been considered by the State Engineer, it is therefore
impossible to anticipate all potential adverse affects without further
infornation and study. Accordingly, the protestant reserves the right to
amend the subject protest to include such issues as they nay develop as a
result  of  further information and study.

The undersigned additional incorporates by reference as though fu1ly set
forth herein and adopts as his lher/ i ts]  own, each and every other protest to
the aforenent ioned appl icat ion f i led pursuant to NRS 533.365.

THEREFORE the protestant requests that the application be denied and
that an order be enLered for such relief as the State Engineer deerns just and
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S i gned

Conservat i on Lha'i r

Address2068 N. Nel  I  i  s  Bl  vd.  #105

Las Veqas, NV 89115

Subscr ibed and sworn to before me this l0 day of  Julv 1990'

State of

County of

Nevada
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