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BUREAL OF RECLAMATION v

Lower Colorado Regional Office TAKE PRIDE
gion INAMERICA,

P.O. Box 61470
Boulder City. NV 89006-1470

[N REPLY REFER TCk

BCOO-4200 DEC 0 5 2007
WTR-1.10

Ms. Patricia Mulroy

General Manager

Southern Nevada Water Authority
1001 South Valley View Boulevard
Las Vegas, NV 89153-0001

Mr. George Caan

Director

Colorade River Commission of Nevada
555 East Washington Avenue, Suite 3100
Las Vegas, NV 89101-1065

Subject: Las Vegas Valley Return Flow Methodology

Dear Ms. Mulroy and Mr. Caan:

The Bureau of Reclamation is in receipt of your June 6, 2007, and November 2, 2007,
letters requesting an update of the Las Vegas Valley Return Flow Credit Methodology
(Enclosure 1). Reclamation met with staff members from your offices to discuss this
issue. Reclamation adopted the “Procedure for Determining Return Flow Credits to
Nevada from Las Vegas Wash” on September 14, 1984, and has modified and updated
the methodology used in the procedure to reflect evolving conditions. The methodology
was last updated by Reclamation through a letter dated July 29, 2003, to the Colorado
River Commission of Nevada (CRC) and the Southern Nevada Water Authority. The
current methodology is set forth in a chart entitled “Example: Total Nevada Return Flow
Credit and Consumptive Use for Calendar year 2002 with July 2003 Modifications”

(Enclosure 2).

Your letter of May 19, 2003, and Reclamation’s letter of July 29, 2003, anticipated
additional discussions and methodology updates relating to “how the current
methodology might be changed in the future to provide southem Nevada greater ability to
fully develop and utilize its non-Colorado River water resources.” Your recent letters
propose specific administrative updates to reflect the anticipated importation of
groundwater and surface water into the Las Vegas valley under Nevada state law and
include a proposed procedure to streamline the existing methodology.



Reclamation agrees that the administrative updates to the Las Vegas valley return flow
methodology proposed in your letter of June 6, 2007, and refined in your letter of
November 2, 2007, provide an acceptable method of accounting for Nevada’s
consumptive use of Colorado River water. Beginning with calendar year 2008,
Reclamation will account for Nevada’s consumptive use of Colorado River water in
accordance with Exhibit A of your November 2, 2007, letter entitled, “Nevada’s
Consumptive Use Accounting (page 1)” (Enclosure 3) when municipal and industrial
(M&I) groundwater pumping in the Las Vegas valley is less than or equal to 47,340 acre-
feet over the accounting year. Should the M&I groundwater pumping in the Las Vegas
valley exceed 47,340 acre-feet over the accounting year, CRC will recalculate lines 6 and
9 of the above exhibit in accordance with Exhibit A of your November 2, 2007, letter
entitled, “Nevada’s Consumptive Use Accounting (page 2)” (Enclosure 4).

In reporting Nevada’s consumptive use, Reclamation will utilize CRC’s electronic water
diversion and return flow data reporting system. If you have questions regarding the
implementation of the changes in the calculation of Nevada’s return flow methodology as
described in this letter, please contact Mr. Paul Matuska at 702-293-8164. If you have
administrative questions, please contact Ms. Ruth Thayer at 702-293-8426.

Sincerely,
X
o WA
Lorri Gray
Regional Director
Enclosures - 4
cc: Mr. Herb R. Guenther
Director
Arizona Department of Water Resources
3550 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85012-2105

Mr. Gerald R. Zimmerman
Executive Director
Colorado River Board of California
770 Fairmont Avenue, Suite 100
Glendale, CA 91203-1035

{with enclosures to each)



Enclosure - 1

STATE OF NEVADA

SOUTHERN NEVADA COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION
WATER AUTHORITY OF NEYADA
June 6, 2007

Jayne Harkins, Acting Regional Director
Larry Walkoviak, Deputy Regional Director
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Lower Colorado Regional Office

P.O. Box 61470

Boulder City, NV 89006-1470

SUBJECT: LAS VEGAS VALLEY RETURN FLOW CREDIT METHODOLOGY

Dear Ms. Harkins and Mr. Walkoviak:

Thank you for meeting with Colorado River Commission (Commission) and Southem
Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) staff on January 31, 2007, w0 discuss potential
administrative updates to the current retum flow credit methodology' for a more
complete consumptive use reporting. As we discussed, the water resource portfalio in
southemn Nevada is changing. The SNWA intends to import non-Colorado River water
into the Las Vegas Valley under Nevada state law, At this meeting we expiored the
manaer in which the introduction of that water into the Las Vegas Valley's water
portfolio might best be reflected in the existing consumptive use repotting.  This
discussion was a follow-up to that of May 1, 2003, summarized in our letter to you of
May 19, 2003, and focused on administrative updates to the methodology.

The SNWA and the Commission believe that updating the methodology would cause it to
better reflect current and anticipated water use patterns and hydrology of the Las Vegas

Valley. The updated methodology would:

' References in this correspondence to the “return flow credit methodology” or “RFC Procedure™ are
references to the *Procedure for Determining Retun Flow Credits to Nevada from Las Vegas Wash" (RFC
Procedure) dated Septamber 14, 984, and subsequent modifications thereto, including those incorporated
in correspondence between Reclamation and the Commission dated May 21, 1991, and May 13, 2003,

Souihern Nevada Warer Authority Colorada River Commission of Nevada
1001 8. Valley View Bivd,, Lot Vegas, Nevodn 89153 355 E. Washingion Ave., Suite 3100, Las Vegas, Nevado 89101



Jayne Harkins and Larry Walkoviak
Page 2
June 6, 2007

* Report the importation of groundwater and surface water into the Las Vegas
Valley:

* Presume that 98% of up to 180,000 acre feet per year of ground and surface water
imported into the Las Vegas Valley under Nevada state law will be fully
consumptively used either directly or via wastewater reuse in the Las Vegas
Valley and not reaching Lake Mead and that all water reaching Lake Mead (less
precipitation measured in the manner currently used in the RFC Procedure) is

derived from Colorado River Water;

Eliminate calculations which are no longer needed. This alteration will streamline
the methodology by reflecting key elements of water use, re-use and return flow,
but eliminating calculations which, aithough reflective of water use, are
unnecessary to the determination of return flow credit;

Utilize the Commission’s electronic water diversion and return flow data
reporting system so as to obtain all necessary data to ensure compliance with
these objectives, thereby permitting Reclamation to verify water diversions,
movement, use or non-use, reuse, conservation or other information necessary for
Reclamation to perform its compliance obligations and Article V of the

Consolidated Decree accounting responsibilities.

The Commission’s Consumptive Use Report would be consistent with Exhibit A,
attached to this letter.

The SNWA and the Commission therefore request that the Bureau of Reclamation
asdministratively update the methodology in accordance with this letter. Once you've had
a chance to review this letter, we’d appreciate the opportunity to meet with you agsin so
that the administrative update to the methodology can be finalized and implemented
during calendar year 2008. Again, we appreciate your meeting with us regarding return

flow credits for the Las Vegas valiey.

Sincerely,

{ :M 4 004 M
Patricia Mulroy, Wgﬂ Richard W, Bunker, Chairman
Southern Nevada Wiater Authority Colorado River Commission of Nevada

Attachment



Enclosure - 1

STATE OF NEVADA

COLORADO RIVER COMMISSION

SOUTHERN NEVADA
WATER AUTHORITY OF NEVADA
November 2, 2007 ssz- ) YoY
-_a.pv AN l
AL

Jayne Harkins, Deputy Regional Director s
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation r R,
Lower Colorado Regional Office

P.O. Box 61470
Boulder City, NV 89006-1470 ...:..
SUBJECT: LAS VEGAS VALLEY RETURN FLOW CREDIT METHODO. "

Dear Ms. Harkins: Ca )DOO

By letter dated June 6, 2007 the Colorado River Commission of Nevada (CRC) and
Southern Nevada Water Authority (SNWA) requested that the Bureau of Reclamation
(BOR) administratively update the Las Vegas Valley return flow credit methodology. On
September 12, 2007 BOR met with representatives of the Lower Basin states to discuss the

proposed administrative updates to the methodology.

In advance of the September 12 meeting, California representatives raised concems regarding
that element of the methodology related to the calculation of the quantity of effluent that
reaches Lake Mead as a result of M&I groundwater pumping in the Las Vegas Valley. At the
September 12 meeting SNWA and CRC proposed a change to Exhibit A to include a
recalculation of this element of the methodology to take into account the possibility
of groundwater pumping in the Las Vegas Valley in excess of current quantities. It is SNWA
and CRC's understanding that this proposed change was acceptable to all parties. A revised
Exhibit A reflecting this change is enclosed and SNWA and CRC request that this revised

Exhibit A replace the Exhibit A attached to the June 6 letter.

SNWA and CRC proposed in their June 6 letter that the methodology be updated to presume that
98% of all ground and surface water imported into the Las Vegas Valley under Nevada state law
will be fully consumptively used either directly or via wastewater reuse in the Las Vegas Valley.
This 2% reduction in imported water equates to an overall 5% reduction in the amount of the
effluent that would have reached Lake Mead if the imported water were taken to full
consumptive use. SNWA and CRC believe that this 5% overall reduction is consistent with

previous agreements and request that BOR update the methodology accordingly.

Southern Nevada Warer Authority Colorado River Commission of Nevada
100! §. Valley View Blvd., Las Vegas, Nevada 89153 355 E. Washingion Ave., Suite 3100, Las Vegas, Nevada 8910}



November 2, 2007
Letter to Jayne Harkins
Page 2

Therefore, based upon the information contained in both this letter and the June 6 letter, SNWA
and CRC request that the Bureau of Reclamation administratively update the methodology.
Again, we appreciate your meeting with us regarding return flow credits for Las Vegas

Valley.

Singegely, '
[ e
Lup ko / oate:
Phtricia h@_% Manager Geo;gc Caan, Executive Director
Southern Nevada Authority Colorado River Commission of Nevada

Enclosure

c: Herb Guenther, Director, Arizona Department of Water Resources
Jerry Zimmerman, Executive Director, Colorado River Board of California
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