BEFORE THE STATE ENGINEER OF THE STATE OF NEVADA

In the Matter of Application Nos. 53987-53992, inclusive, filed by the Las Vegas Valley Water District to Appropriate the Underground Waters of the Cave Valley, Dry Lake Valley and Delamar Valley Hydrographic Basins (180, 181, 182), Lincoln County, Nevada                                          
LIST OF WITNESSES,
SUMMARIES OF WITNESSES’ TESTIMONY AND LIST OF EXHIBITS

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The United States Department of the Interior, for and on behalf of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and the National Park Service (NPS), hereby submits the following List of Witnesses, Summaries of Witnesses’ Testimony and List of Exhibits, as its Initial Exchange, to be presented at the administrative hearing scheduled for the above captioned matter.  Included in this filing are hard copies of all exhibits which consist of the original and one copy for the Office of the State Engineer in Carson City and one copy for the Office of the State Engineer in Las Vegas along with computer compact disks that include this list in Microsoft Word and all exhibits in PDF format as required by the Intermediate Order No. 1 and Hearing Notice, dated October 4, 2007. 
List of Witnesses and Summary of Witness Testimony
The United States Department of the Interior may call the following witnesses at the administrative hearing:

1. Timothy Mayer, Ph.D.,  Hydrologist, United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  
Dr. Mayer may testify as an expert witness regarding the hydrology of the White River Flow System, focusing on White River Valley, Cave Valley, Pahranagat Valley, Dry Lake Valley, Delamar Valley, Coyote Spring Valley, and the Muddy River Springs Area.  Dr. Mayer may testify to the present water budget estimates from several studies and information on water right appropriations in the individual basins.  He may also testify to the water budget and water right information along with information from recent rulings by the State Engineer regarding the extent of ground water appropriation in Dry Lake, Delamar and downgradient basins and the potential impacts to senior water rights and biological resources of the Service in Pahranagat and/or the Muddy River Springs Area.  Dr. Mayer may additionally testify to the potential impacts to Service resources from any pumping in Cave Valley.  Dr. Mayer may also testify to potential limitations and phasing of ground water development and appropriate monitoring and mitigation to protect biological resources.
2.
Steven Caicco, Botanist, United States Fish and Wildlife Service. Mr. Caicco may testify as an expert regarding wetland hydrology, phreatophytic and hydrophytic vegetation, and hydric soils and the potential effects of ground water withdrawal on wetland, deepwater, riparian and phreatophytic habitats.  This testimony may include in general the hydrological needs of wetland and riparian plant species, including the relationships between flow magnitude, timing, frequency, and duration and the sustainability of riparian and wetland ecosystems in the White River flow system.
3.
Jeri Krueger, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  Ms. Krueger may testify as an expert regarding the ecology and management of the southwestern willow flycatcher and other migratory birds, the Service’s role and responsibility in protecting birds listed under the Endangered Species Act and migratory birds, the purposes and importance of Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge and riparian habitat in the Pahranagat Valley to migratory birds, and the potential effects of the proposed groundwater withdrawal on the southwestern willow flycatcher and other migratory birds.  Ms. Krueger may also testify to the importance of the flycatcher population in Pahranagat Valley in meeting recovery goals for the species; the characteristics of riparian vegetation that are important for maintaining suitable breeding habitat for flycatchers; and how those characteristics may be potentially affected by depleting groundwater resources.  Additionally, Ms. Krueger may testify to how changes in riparian vegetation from groundwater depletion may potentially affect bird abundance, species richness, and species composition of migratory bird populations in Pahranagat Valley.
4.
Gary Scoppettone, Fishery Biologist, Western Fisheries Research Center, United States Geological Survey.  Mr. Scoppettone may testify as an expert regarding native fishes in White River and Pahranagat Valleys and the Muddy River Springs Area, including their status and distribution, life history and habitat use, and the potential effects on these fish from reduction in spring discharge, habitat, water volume and other impacts. 

5.
Annalaura Averill-Murray, Fish and Wildlife Biologist, United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  Ms. Averill-Murray may testify as a factual witness regarding the distribution, ecology, status, and conservation of springsnails in Hydrographic Basins that may be affected by the proposed groundwater withdrawal, specifically focusing on Cave Valley, Dry Lake Valley, White River Valley, and Pahranagat Valley.
6.
Kevin DesRoberts, Deputy Project Leader, Desert National Wildlife Refuge Complex, United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  Mr. DesRoberts may testify to the establishment, purposes, management, habitat and resources related to the Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge, and in particular the importance of water, its source and quantity, and related resources of the Wildlife Refuge.
7.
Robert Williams, Field Supervisor, Nevada Fish and Wildlife Office, United States Fish and Wildlife Service.  Mr. Williams may testify about the mission of the Service, the various mandates and regulations that the Service operates under, other appropriate federal mandates and regulations, and the relationship between these mandates and the Service’s concerns for natural resources in: 1) Cave, Dry Lake, and Delamar Valleys; 2) neighboring basins that receive subsurface flow from the aforementioned basins, including White River Valley and Pahranagat Valley; and 3) other hydrographic basins in the White River Flow System, including the Muddy River Springs Area.  Mr. Williams may also testify regarding existing Memorandums of Agreement/Understanding with other land and resource management agencies that may have bearing on management of natural resources in these basins.
8.
Robert Boyd, State Program Lead for Soil, Water, Air, and Riparian Programs, 

Nevada State Office, Bureau of Land Management.  Mr. Boyd may testify on BLM 
Public Land management policy; BLM water-rights management; BLM resource issues
 related to water development in Dry, Delamar, Cave and adjacent valleys; ground-water
availability in each of these valleys; and potential impacts to water-dependent ecosystems 
in each of these valleys from proposed ground-water pumping.
9.
Paul Podborny, Natural Resource Specialist, Ely Field Office, Bureau of Land 
Management.  Mr. Podborny may testify as a factual witness on the distribution of water 

dependent ecosystems in Dry, Delamar, Cave and adjacent valleys; BLM management of 
wildlife, vegetation, and sensitive species; and the occurrence of wildlife and vegetation in each 
of these valleys.
10.
Ray Roessel, Hydrologist, Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Mr. Roessel may testify to the 
location, establishment, purposes, environment, water rights and land and water resources and
potential impacts to them from the proposed pumping related to the Moapa Paiute Reservation 
and the Ely Indian Colony.

11.
Catherine Wilson, Supervisory Water Rights Specialist, Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Ms. 
Wilson may testify to the location, establishment, purposes, environment, water rights and land 

and water resources related to the Moapa Paiute Reservation and the Ely Indian Colony. 

12.
William P. Van Liew, P.E.  Hydrologist, National Park Service, Natural Resources Center, Water Resources Division.  Mr. Van Liew may testify as a factual witness about the hydrogeology of the regional carbonate-rock aquifer system in east-central and southern Nevada; the hydrologic connection of the aquifer(s) beneath Cave Valley, Dry Lake Valley, and Delamar Valley with this regional carbonate-rock aquifer system; and the potential cumulative effects of ground-water pumping from these and other hydrographic basins within the regional carbonate-rock aquifer system on drawdown throughout the aquifer system and on the depletion of the flow of regional springs, as estimated by the U.S. Geological Survey (Schaefer and Harrill, 1995).
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519 Charlet, D.A.  2006.  Effects of interbasin water transport on ecosystems of Spring Valley, White Pine County, Nevada.
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543 Browning.  1993.  Comments on the taxonomy of Empidonax traillii (willow flycatcher).
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