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Virginia Sanchez

Mrs. Sanchez will testify generally as follows. She is a member of the Duckwater
Shoshone Tribe, and is presently the Chairwoman of the Tribal Council. Tribal members are not
wealthy people; there are few job opportunities on the Reservation. She is familiar with the
Duckwater Shoshone Tribe’s culture, traditions, and history. She is aware generally of the
application of Southern Nevada Water Authority for permits to withdraw water from wells to be
drilled in Spring Valley.

Water has always held a place of importance in the lives of Duckwater people and in their
spiritual lives. It is the life blood of people, the blood of mother earth. There are dances, songs
and ceremonies associated with water. The Tribes have taken actions under their sovereign
authority to protect the water resources on and near their Reservation.

Duckwater people use Spring Valley today. The water within the Valley is necessary to
preserve the Valley’s resources, and Duckwater Tribes’ involvement in these proceedings is an
aspect of the Tribes’ duty to protect its resources.

The loss of any portion of the Duckwater Tribes” water resources would have an adverse

impact upon the Tribes’ economic development activities.




